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Abstract 

Most family scholarship stresses the unique benefits people gain from marriage but does not 

consider community outcomes. That which does emphasizes the “greedy” nature of marriage and 

shows how it reduces community ties, but is limited to research with heterosexuals. The sparse 

research on same-sex marriage stresses the benefits of increased social integration into 

mainstream communities, but has not examined if and how this reduces the need for LGBQ 

communities. Drawing on interview and survey research with 116 LGBQ individuals, this study 

offers some of the first data to examine the impact of marriage on LGBQ community life. I find 

little support for a greedy marriage effect and argue that differing life course and relationship 

trajectories make same-sex marriages less greedy than different-sex ones. Rather than marital 

status, marital access is a major determinant of community change. I argue that the transition 

from exclusion to inclusion in the institution of marriage is more important than an individual’s 

transition from an unmarried to married status. Need proves more important than greed for 

understanding changes to LGBQ community life. The findings challenge uniformly negative 

views of marriage’s impact on community in family research, and unvaryingly positive views of 

its social impact in LGBQ research. Taken together, findings highlight the need to distinguish 

between marital status and access and types of marriage in evaluating its community impact.   
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