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Abstract: Simone Weil, a French philosopher (1909 - 1943), and Flannery O’Connor, an 

American southern writer of fiction,(1925 - 1964) were on a theological quest, one through 

mystical philosophy and the other through fictional narrative. Both women, intellectuals and 

widely read, wanted to confront their readers with the need to recognize and honor eternal values 

by practicing true love of neighbor. We will examine Simone Weil’s essay on “Morality and 

Literature” and Flannery O’Connor’s second and final novel, “The Violent Bear it Away,” in 

light of their notion of value. 
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