GeNDer Studies Program

Research Workshop

"Becoming the Mommy Politic: A staircase theory
of the motherhood shift in voting behavior"

Academic work on motherhood often divides women into "mothers" and "non-mothers,"
frequently lumping pregnant mothers with no born children in with "non-mothers."
Jorgensen argues that motherhood, instead of being a single step taken when a child is
placed in a mother's arms, is best represented by a staircase between non-motherhood
and having a born child. Voting behavior serves as an ideal testing ground for this
theory, as previous literature has used voting behavior to indicate that the motherhood
shift exists outside the intimate or private realm. Jorgensen uses the question, "Do
pregnant women vote more like mothers or like non-mothers?," to shed light on
questions regarding how academic research should categorize motherhood statuses;
how the motherhood shift differs across racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and age lines;
and which theories of change explain changes associated with motherhood.
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Sociology, a Gender Studies minor, and a Notebaert
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