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Simone Weil

and the
Specter of Self- Perpetuating Force

E. Jane Doering
“Simone Weil and the Specter of Self-Perpetuating Force is a definitive
contribution not only to Weil studies, but to any effort to understand the
problem of violence and the sources of peace. The study seamlessly blends
narratives of Weil’s life and thought during the early twentieth century with
those of people, political movements, and events pivoting on the world stage.
E. Jane Doering helps to frame a plausible case for the optimism Weil forged
in the fire of her own suffering: there is a counterforce to violence, and it is
available when we attend to life beyond the delusions we habitually cultivate.”
—Ann Pirruccello, University of San Diego
ISBN 978-0-268-02604-2
272 pages • $30.00 paperback

Of Related Interest
The Christian Platonism
of Simone Weil
Edited by E. Jane Doering
and Eric O. Springsted

ISBN 978-0-268-02565-6 • $27.50 pa

“. . . a veritable intellectual feast
to be discovered when one opens
this volume. This is indeed a strong
collection of essays. It brings together
some of the brightest Weil scholars in
the world, all focusing on the crucial
topic of Weil’s Christian Platonism.”
—Cahiers Simone Weil

“This book is a valuable source not only for those interested in the question
of force but for anyone who wishes to become better acquainted with a
philosopher who, though relatively unknown during her lifetime, is one of the
most inexhaustibly rich thinkers of the twentieth century.”
—Christine Evans, Lesley University
“Doering reveals the evolution of our French philosopher’s thought
concerning the ‘spirit of justice’ as the fruit of meditation on classical texts
from different civilizations as well as purely philosophical reflection. The
author of this work brings together in an innovative way the thought of Albert
Camus and Simone Weil on force and justice. Doering persuasively shows
that Simone Weil offers a spiritual and political key to resolving some of the
thorniest problems afflicting our contemporary world.”
—Robert Chenavier, Président de l’Association pour l’étude de la pensée de
Simone Weil

E. Jane Doering is a professor and the executive coordinator of the Teachers as Scholars
Program in the College of Arts and Letters, University of Notre Dame. She is the co-editor
of The Christian Platonism of Simone Weil (University of Notre Dame Press, 2004).
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