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Abstract:  
Studies of racialization and discrimination often focus on the effect of an individual’s race.  In 

this paper, I examine whether or not people are treated differently based on their family’s racial 

configuration.  Specifically, I look at whether people withhold help from a child in a bystander 

situation based on the child’s family racial configuration.  Using a sample of 511 U.S. adults and 

an experimental vignette design that varies the racial configuration of a hypothetical child’s 

parents, I find that respondents are significantly less likely to directly intervene on behalf of a 

child victim with a black father and white mother, relative to their willingness to intervene on 

behalf of a white child with two white parents. I also find that respondents are significantly less 

likely to intervene on behalf of a child with a black father, regardless of the mother’s race.  This 

paper provides evidence for a theory of racialization that considers how parents’ racial 

configuration—and in particular the father’s race—can produce different life outcomes for their 

children. I conclude by discussing implications for understanding how race operates in 

contemporary society in the context of small-group affiliations. 
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